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Analysis  of  Arab-Tsraeli  Developments  

^ noT~  570  , September.  25,  1978  _ ^ ; 

Egyptian  Support  for  Sadat 

Sadat  has  again  proven  his  ability  to  read  the  mood 
of  the  average  Egyptian,  Hundreds  of  thousands  turned  out 
to  qreet  and  cheer  him  when  he  returned  to  Egypt.  _W1_1X  e 
strenuous  efforts  were  mounted  by  government  officials  and 
. ladres  of  Sadat's  new  party  to  ensure  a massive  reception 
there  was  no  doubting  the  genuine  enthusiasm  of  the  throng^. 
!smSalsy§ai?o  notes,  however,  that  the  crowds  were  somewhat 
smaller  and  relatively  more  subdued  than  those  which 
yelcomed  him  upon  his  return  from  Jerusalem.^ 

The  agreement's  popularity  among  the  masses  is not 
surprising?  . In  the  months  since  launching  his  ^itiativc 
Sadat  has  skillfully  exploited  latent  grievances  of  mar y 
EavDtians  Ktard  the  wealthy  Arabs  and  the  Palestinians, 
^crystallized  their  vague  feelings  that  daiiy  hardship^^ 
and  frustrations  resulted  from  the  sacrifices  hr  gyi 
^ave  made  on  b.phalf  of  the  Palestinians. 

The  attitudes  of  the  Egyptian  officers  corp  -toward  the 
agreements  .are  also,  thus  far  r positive: 

’ General  Gamasy  expressed  his  personal  support 

for.  the  agreements;  and 

the  Camp 

1^.. ; j am  wpl  coined  Dv  ?”,C  3t  officers. 


David  accords  are  welcomed 

£)y  %riO  3 1 

The  Enyptian  military  appears  pnmpauy  --- 

the .agreements  do,  in. fact,  restore  Egyptian  sovereignty 
over  the  entire  Sinai  and,  thereby,  justify  the  army 
'sacrifices  and  uphold  its  honor.  _ 
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is,  'howL^^ioL^noUthic  "“on'lhf^  ““  EWPtian7 
and  professional  people’, ^n^^^ 

from  peace  are  highly  supportive  On  thJ  oJh!S  , beneftt 

some  journalists,  university  professor-  s?uSS^,h°Werr'  <S 
government  officials  have  cxprSsSS  rc^rvaSlns? ' “* 


inin!??1,  °f  th,ose  who  have  expressed  reservations  were 
SntiwJ,  tB“P^tiVe  Sa‘?‘lt's  ^vusalem  visS  Kcause  he 

troubled  that^/Lf^c^a^^tiaSMtSSl 


Any  organized  opposition  to  Sadat  is  likelv  i-r> 

$Su£  ^hrrPh°”S  E?yptiim  left  an"  tho^onsLvatfr 


~"s£Lfc°f-nS*  L^VG  al5eadV  voiced  complaints  that 
. . c,ilcd  to  regain  real  sovereignty  over  the* 

Sinai  (the  Soviet  Embassy  is  taking  the  same  tack). 


*~*"^G«;MUS3  iTn-,ri9ht-,  if5  Mke3-y  to  make  the  failure 
to  secure  Jerusalem  its  rallying  point. 


iltcn«'^0ff0*ner:!tS  appavGntly  are  refraining  from  makino  an 
issue  of  the  negative  reactions  of  the  other  Arab  static 
because  of  the  prevailing  "Egypt-first”  mood*. 


Looking  ahead,  Sadat’s  greatest  challenae  will  f-o 

h“°efitsat  Etihaa  arriv°a  and'  is  bringing  economic 
tiw-netits.  Egyptians  have  learned  to  be  skeptical  ahout 

threorne^-^there^30;  V*  pf?sperity  are  just  around - 
Sadat's  economic  i 7np;u{  economic  development  after 

u*  tT  f ec°norru,c  liberalization  and  "open  door"  noliripc 

Moreovere^tt<Jd  onlX.  group  of1  entrepreneurs? 

Visi?  failSeLW?re  dlSllluaioned  whan  Sadat's  Jerusalem 
Visit  failed  to  bring  an  equally  dramatic  Israeli  response. 


reasons , Sadat  cannot  take  lightly  an  adverse 
?tion  because  hls  development  plans  depend  upon 
E S1"3  generous  inflow  of  for:  ignaid . This  may  prove 

men? “Jt^the  w »'***  a loan  •*»- 

Egypt-S  economic  house  i^Tralr.  ^cv^thTtlLll  P“* 

v;i thrthca-LDaVld ’ ''rre  bt'c,innin9  to  show  signs  of  impatience 
-»  w pace  of  economic  and  governmental  reform. 
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A bandwagon  effect  is  likely  to  rally  many 
%o  Sadat  for  now,  but  Sadat  must  perform  skillfully 
maintain  this  support.  He  can  be  expected  to  utilize 
every  available  opportunity  to  bolster  Egyptian  itorale 
$rom  announcing,  a new  government  of  peace  to  praying  at 
St.  Catherine's  monastery  but,  ultimately,  he  must 
deliver  peace  find  prosperity.  - • . ■ - J 
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